We are responding to DOCKET NOS. 98N-1230,96P-0418, and

97P-0197.
BAN FORCED MOLTING OF HENS

We, the undersigned, urge the FDA to ban the cruel and unhealthy forced molting of hens.

Each year the U.S. egg industry force molts millions of hens to manipulate egg production. Hens are
intentionally starved up to 14 days, as well as depriving the hens of water. Forced molting is so stressful; it
destroys the hens’ immune system, predisposing the birds and their @@@gdmyyelﬁpoi%np 2 97

Recent research shows that forced molting can be harmful to humans as well. USDA’s own research shows
that forced molting makes hen farms more susceptible to salmonella, exacerbating the food safety issue
already plaguing the egg industry. The end results are diseased and ill birds and contaminated eggs.

FDA was petitioned last year to ban forced molting. We are again petitioning FDA to take the necessary and
prompt action in banning the practice of induced molting. FDA has jurisdiction to ban farm practices, such
as forced molting, which are harmful to the consumers’ health.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

CROSS REFERENCE SHEET

Docket Number/ltem Code: 98N-1230/C576

See Docket Number/ltem Code: 97P-0197/C577
96P-0418/C576



Ms. Madeline Bolbol
15 Wakefield Ct

Belmont CA 94002

Dockets Management Rranch (HFA-305)
Food & Drug Administration (H/—/5>
5630 Fishers Lane, Rm 1061
Rockville D 20852

RIDBETY 7 CHODA LM duliddla Ji n“w allanniln bl



